
Theology/ Missiology undergirding Fresh Expressions 

     The Stream of Mission Thinking 

     Key theological influences: 

1. Missiologists reflecting on British context from the context of global mission: 

 Henry Venn  

Secretary of CMS, 1841-1873 

Three self principles: 

Self Governing 

Self Financing 

Self Propagating 

 Roland Allen 

USPG Missionary to China 

Missionary Methods:  St Paul’s or ours 

The spontaneous expansion of the church 

Affirmation of contextual mission; the role of the Spirit; the vital importance of 

local leadership. 

 Leslie Newbiggin (1909-1998) 

Church of Scotland Missionary to India and Bishop of Church of South India 

The challenge to recover cross cultural mission in the West 

 Vincent Donovan 

Jesuit Missionary to the Masai  

Inspired by Roland Allen 

Rethinking of mission to a new tribe from first principles 

Influential in the West 

Contextualisation of gospel into a new culture 

Importance of local leadership 

 John V Taylor 

Missionary, CMS Secretary, Bishop 

Rooting mission in the nature of God, the nature of Christ, the work of the 

Spirit.  

Prepared to think radically about the life of the church 

 

2. A magisterial synthesis: Bosch 

 Missio Dei 

 Mission at the heart of God 

 Mission shapes the church 

 Christology shapes mission 

 

3. The Five Marks of Mission  

 To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom  

 To teach, baptise and nurture new believers  

 To respond to human need by loving service  

 To seek to transform unjust structures of society  



 To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life 

of the earth. 

 

4. The decade of evangelism: 

 Integration of a mission centred view at the heart of the Church of England 

 Integration of evangelism and social action within a broader theology of mission 

     Insights into fresh expressions 

     MISSION SHAPED CHURCH 

• ‘church planting and fresh expressions of church in a changing context.’ 

• General Synod  

• Feb. 2004  

• ‘In each diocese there should be a strategy for the encouragement and resourcing of 

church planting and fresh expressions of church, reflecting the network and 

neighbourhood reality of society and of mission opportunity. This strategy should be 

developed with ecumenical collaboration.’ Mission-Shaped Church  

     EIGHT YEARS PROGRESS 

• Creation of national Fresh Expressions Team with a number of denominations  

• Mission Agencies (CMS and Church Army) refocus around this work. 24/7 Prayer 

Movement joins.  

• Ordained Pioneer Ministers (136 in 7 years)  

• New legal Framework for network church plants: ‘Bishop’s Mission Order’  

• Unanimous reaffirmation by General Synod 6 years on, and again in 2012  

• 2000 C of E & Methodist fresh expressions  

• Involving 60,000 people  

• Today, fresh expressions are “no longer any kind of marginal or spare time interest for 

the Church of England. In recent years, it has become more and more part of what we 

take for granted as a way of moving forward and growing as a body of Christ.” – 

Archbishop Rowan Williams 

     THE MIXED ECONOMY 

     Celebrating and building on what is mission-shaped in traditional forms of church… 

     …and finding new, flexible, appropriate ways to proclaim the Gospel afresh to 

those who    do not relate to traditional ways. 

 



     NATIONAL STRATEGY 

• ‘The Church of England is committed to sharing in God’s mission through developing a 

“mixed economy" of fresh expressions of church alongside traditional parish 

churches.’  

     What is a fresh expression? 

• a fresh expression is a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily 

for the benefit of people who are not yet members of any church 

– it will come into being through principles of listening, service, incarnational 

mission and making disciples 

– it will have the potential to become a mature expression of church shaped by 

the gospel and the enduring marks of the church and for its cultural context 

     A fresh expression of church is: 

• Missional – it seeks to benefit non-churchgoers 

• Contextual – it seeks to fit the context 

• Formational – it aims to form disciples 

• Ecclesial – it intends to become church  

     The Declaration of Assent 

• ‘The Church of England ... professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures 

and set forth in the catholic creeds,  

• ‘Which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.’ 

•  ‘Bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation.’  

     Theological Foundations 

• A community encountering Christ 

• The Mission of God 

• Incarnational mission 

• Following the Holy Spirit - Church as foretaste of the Kingdom of God 

     A community around Christ 

• ‘If ‘church’ is what happens when people encounter the Risen Jesus and commit 

themselves to sustaining and deepening that encounter in their encounter with each 

other, there is plenty of theological room for diversity of rhythm and style  

     The mission of God 



• ‘The mission of the Church is the gift of participating, through the Holy Spirit, in the 

Son’s mission from the Father to the world.’ James Torrance 

• John 20:21f ‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you …. Receive the Holy Spirit’ 

     ‘Christ takes flesh’ 

• ‘Christian faith is embodied faith; Christ takes flesh among those who respond to him 

in faith. But there is no generalized humanity; incarnation has always to be culture 

specific.’ Andrew Walls  

     Incarnational  not Attractional 

• ‘When we expound both the what and the how of mission incarnationally, we need to 

be careful always to emphasize that the incarnation is the unique event that founds 

and forms the church’s witness. 

• The event defines how it is to be embodied and thus communicated.’    

    Darrell Guder  

     Following the Spirit 

• ‘The chief actor in the historic mission of the Christian church is the Holy Spirit. He is 

the director of the whole enterprise. The mission consists of the things that he is 

doing in the world. In a special way it consists of the light that he is focussing upon 

Jesus Christ.’ John V Taylor 

     BEING AND BECOMING 

• ‘The church is “missionary by its very nature” and it becomes missionary by attending 

to each and every context in which it finds itself.’ Bevans & Schroeder  

     Apostolicity 

• ‘Where the retrospective  bond with the apostles is concerned, the historical church 

will ask about continuity, and strive for continuity. 

•  But where the future its apostolate serves is concerned, it will be open to leap 

forward to what is new and surprising.’ Jurgen Moltmann  

     CRITICAL FACTORS 

• New imagination about the church 

• New climate of permission 

• New resources  

 

 

 


